Massive venous injuries associated with penetrating wounds of the liver.
The management of eleven patients with major venous and associated liver injuries has been summarized. Aggressive resuscitation includes early operative intervention. Repair of venous injury can be effected if hemorrhage is contained and stepwise exposure instituted. The critical steps in management include: 1) thoraco-abdominal exposure; 2) intermittent occlusion of the porta hepatis; 3) total liver mobilization; 4) judicious use of cava-hepatic bypass.